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Member of Diakonisches Werk

At home in Wismar

The CHW has its roots in the 
United Methodist Church of 
Wismar, which began in 1991 
ministering in Albania in 
addition to their church and 
youth ministry. This combi
nation of activities locally and 
abroad has been  incorporated 
into the CHW which was 
 founded in 1995. 

In the meantime, the organiza
tion has members from all over 
Germany, but the club house 
in Wismar remains the main 
meeting point. In addition to all 
the preparation for outreaches 
to Albania, it also provides space 
for the women’s breakfast meet  
ings and the creative team, as 
well as for youth meetings and 
other groups from Wismar.

For over 20 years we have supported people  
in Albania, especially in remote mountain villages. 
This direct help from people for people  
always matters. Plus it enriches all those involved – 
helping is a pleasure!

Our objectives

Albania is still one of the poorest countries  
in Europe. The economic and spiritual distress 
has touched us, just in the same way the people 
with their traditional hospitality have done so. 
We support them through aid transports,  
social and municipal projects, especially in the 
remote and disadvantaged mountain villages.

This demonstrates time and again that the 
encounters and joint commitment for all parties 
are an asset – in Albania and Germany.

How can I help?

•	 Support Albanian families with  
Christmas packages and family parcels

•	 Your donations make possible the operation  
of the dormitory, as well as  
school renovations and social projects

•	 Participate in outreach trips yourself
•	 Learn more at www.chwev.de/en

“In a Europe with currently 27 member states, 
it is the small and straightforward initiatives 
of citizens who contribute to the growth of 
unity. The aid workers from Wismar with their 
supporters from all over Germany are examples 
of solidarity in action.”
Prof. Dr. Alfred Gomolka,  
first governor of Mecklenburg- 
Western Pomerania, 1994 – 2009 member 
of the European Parliament

“In the work of the Christian Relief Asso-
ciation, one central thing remains the same: 
volunteer involvement. While keeping the focus 
on  encountering people in their particular 
 situation, providing assistance, as well as 
identify ways to improve the quality of life and 
future prospects.”
Thomas Beyer,  
Mayor of the Hanseatic city of Wismar

Love reaching people
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In 1991 our aid to the mountain villages of the munici-
pality of Velçan began. Back then, the state order had 
completely collapsed, almost all of the necessary things 
of life were lacking and the people were suffering from 
the psychological effects of the Stalinist dictatorship. 
Our helpers brought relief supplies, repaired schools, 
supported medical care and developed educational as 
well as social projects. This allowed us to help many 
people to stand on their own feet.

Since then many things have improved in Albania. 
 However the people in the mountain villages have hardly 
benefited for this, and the state cannot take care of them. 
Additionally, many Albanians have lost their jobs abroad 
due to the economic crisis. Therefore external support 
continues to remain necessary.

The lovingly packaged  
Christmas packages with 
writing materials and toys 
that are distributed by our 
helpers in schools are for 
many children the only Christ-
mas present they receive

The municipalities in the 
region are grateful for our 
support in the area of   
waste disposal,  refores t- 
ation and the exchange of 
 experiences with  partners 
from Germany

With family parcel campaigns 
and special emergency 
 activities we bring much  
needed everyday goods 
to people in the mountain 
villages – and a sign that they 
have not been forgotten

In our dormitory Bishnica 
children are housed, which would 
otherwise not have access to 
education. In the nursing home 
Velçan and the home care 
project the elderly and disabled 
people are cared for.

School renovations with the help 
of public funds, donations and 
volunteer construction helpers 
have significantly improved the 
learning situation of children in 
several villages


